5 | * Plain, Humble, and Lamel | 
Addreſs | to PARLIAMENT, * 

; 1 in behalf of the Foor and lower oe 
of Bririſh SUBJECTS 1 

with 4 view to obtain 3 bag 

An Univerſal Liberty of Purrrion,. 
A Ratimal Reforma of Pantramen't, 7 
AND Y 
A Nals Diviſion of FARMS, Forge, 

5 + and Commons.” N e N 


4 25 8 his ears at the cry of the poar, At 09 | * 
alſo himſelf, but ſhall not be heard, Prov. 21. 13. 


e thou Halt provide OUT or ALL THE PEOPLES 
able men, ſuch as fear GOD, men of truth, hating covetouſe 
| : neſs, and place ſuch over them. Exodus 18. 21. | 


Wo unts them that join >ouſe to booth and field to field, 
until there is no Place for their neighbours. Iſa. 5.8. 
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N. B. Þ is recommended to perſons (either in | Town 
or Country) who, after conſideration, approve the fol. 
lowing petition, toopen an individual Subſcription to iti 
their own circle or conneSions 5 which may; after wards 

33 5 be colleQed, or or jgin'd a alias 
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SINCE the aftoning little piece went to "Ks TY 
the Subſcriber has received from an anonymous hand, a 
ſmall Tract intitled 4 Reaſons for contentment; ad- 


dreſſed to the labouring part of the Britiſh Public.“ 


wrote by Mr. Paley, Archdeacon of Carliſle. 


T. Bentley had before this ſeen two other ſimilar 
publications, wrote by Drs. Vincent and Trufler, and 
they all bring to his remembrance what Chriſt ſaid con- 
derning the lordly, long- robed, high-ſeated, beneficed Ec- 
cleſiaſtics of his time, They bind wary burdens, and grievous 
to be borne, and lay them on men's Shoulders ; but they 
THEMSELVES will not touch them with one of their 
| fingers / 
Truly, it is a very bitter, heart-rending circumſtance, 
to ſee men employ thoſe gifts of the mind which they 
have received from God, { the great Friend of the Poar] 
and that health and ſtrength and leiſure of body which 
they receive from the labour of the poor, in the ſupport 
and defence of pride, covetouſneſs, and oppreſſion 
Oh! what pains do they take to perſuade the wretched, 
that the laws of Chriſt and the laws of England are one! 


and that poverty and hard-labour, and hunger and na- 


kedneſs, and ignorance and impriſonment, &c. &c. are 
the ordinances of God; appeinted by Him as an wnalter- 
able portion to the major part of His Son's myſtical mem- 


bers; and therefore a redreſs is neither to be expected nor 


endeayoured, nor ſcarcely even ſo much as to be wiſh'd 
for ! 


May GodAlmighty, theavenger ofthe oppreſſed, ſpeedily 
raiſe up faithful,able ſoldiers of JeſusChriſt,*with wiſdom 
to ſee that the flood of national wickedneſs and corruption 
which deſtroys us, riſes among our Teachers and Gover- 
nors,--and mercy, probity, ſelf-denial, love and courage 


to ſtrike at the ROOT of our evils,---and may He de 


/ crown their labours with ſucceſs ! 


3 Jer. 48. 10. Matt. 10. 34. 2 Cor. 10. 3. 4. Eph. 6. Il] 7. 


I Tim. 6. 3 8 2 Tin. 3. 3-25. 


To the Lords We Commons of * 


Great Britain, 
ar this time aſſembled'i in Parliament” | 


— "IO * 


7 


Gentlemen, | 


Tx 


| IN the name, and by the 
deſire * many ſober, honeſt, induſtrious ſub- 


jects of this kingdom, I beg leave, with due 


reſpect to your "fituation in the community, 
to bs before you ſome matters which belong. 
to your province as Legiſlators, and are alſo 


highly worthy your ſerious conſideration as 


Nen and Chriſtians. 


You are not ignorant that the poor and 


lower orders of the people are a great means 


of the proſperity of the nation, and conſe- 
quently they ought to partake thereof; but 
ſo far from feeling any benefit by the ſeeming | 
increaſe of national riches, their condition, 
in general, has for many years paſt been 


growing worſe and worſe. 


For certainly, it is impoſſible that it can 
now be ſo plentiful a time with the bulk of 
the people, as it was even within the me- 
mory of the preſent generation; ſecing that 
the expences of living ale nearly or alto- 
gether doubled, while multitudes have no 
advance in their incomes. 


And it is no ſmall addition to the grief of 


many who continually labour under the want 


of the conveniencies aad comforts of life, 


and oftentimes its very neceſſaries, to hear 


the proud ſelfiſh, 7 boaſts of Britiſh | 
2 


1 


proſperity, freedom, and happineſs made bß 
| * . ſome, becauſe their own lot happens [in the 1 
midſt of diſtreſs] to be eaſy and comfortable.“ I) 


I do therefore, in the behalf of many wor- 
thy members of the community, earneſtly | 
© intreat you to allow the lower orders thereof 
freely and univerſally to lay their caſes be- 
fore you; without diſguiſing their ſentiments 
by flattery, and without fear or danger of 
proſecution, ſo far as their Repreſentations _ _- | 
are founded upon truth, and conſiſtent with „ 
| * the fundamental, moral laws of chriſtianity. | 


If you will be ſo good, for the ſake of 
God and the poor,—of mercy and humanity, 
as to grant this reaſonable, humble, earneſt | 
requeſt, and cauſe leave for that purpoſe to EM 
be publiſhed in the Gazette, it will be re- 1 
gatded as a forerunner of thoſe fruits which 
| Aober, honeſt, induſtrious, orderly ſubjects. + 
| have a right to expect from a wiſe, good, and | 
powerful government. N Wl 
} | | — yo | M 
Another conſideration which we be | 
leave to lay before you is, That the 


| 
F. 
{ 


* 


great diſtance at which you are placed from 4 
a ſtate of poverty and hard-labour, dil- I 
| qualifies you for belng ſuch competent judges 2 
| of the diſtreſſes of thoſe ſituations, as many 


ſenſible men who are net poſſeſſed of inde- 
pendent fortunes ; and it ſeems therefore a 
piece of juſtice due to the poor, to admit to 
{ ſeats in the Houſe of Commons, Men whom 5 
| they ſhall think beſt qualified to open their [| 
caſes, and repreſent them, whatever may be ; 
their ſtate with reſpect to fortune. INE 


— EIT OR EN 


A ſmall degree of inquiry and reflection wou'd 
. convince a reaſonable, merciful man that the cafe of 
maltitudes among us is beggarly, ſlaviſh, and wretched 
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A ſecond humble and earneſt - requeſt 
therefore is, that you will not only-ſhorten 
the term for which you are now elected, and 
give the whole nation an equal and rational 
repreſentation, but alſo by aboliſhing the pre- 
ſent qualifications of fortune required in 
Members of parliament, open the door to 


* 


every worthy man in the Nation; and appoint 


an adequate compenſation for the ſervices and 
ſupport of them whom the people chuſe for 
repreſentatives; that narrowneſs of circum- 
ſtances may not prevent the proper exerciſe, 
of wiſdom, probity, and compaſſion. ' 


A third circumſtance of the times, which 


is humbly offered to your conſideration as a 


matter of the greateſt national importance, | 
is the pernicious, increaſing practice of mon- | 
opolizing Farms; whereby multitudes are 
kept out of that moſt rational, healthful and 
neceſſary employment agriculture, and forced 
for bread into the various lines of trade, un- 


til it is exceedingly overſtock'd: —The Towns 


and Villages in all parts of the Kingdom are 


fill'd with Shops and Warehouſes, and glutt - 


ed and loaded with manufactured goods; ſo 
that in ſome branches there are ſufficient on 


hand to ſupply the demand for ſeveral years 


to come, (except the poor ſhou'd become 


buyers, inſtead of beggars, which there is no 


appearance of at preſent) while on the con- 


trary the ſtock of provigons is in general kept 


ſo low, that one failing ſeaſon is ſeverely felt 


by the major part of the nation ;—not to 
mention the great evil which fometimes hap- 


pens by covetous, overgrown Farmers mone- 


markets 
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either to the payers. or to the receivers, 


(6-4 


markets an unreaſonable time, in order to 


enhance their prices and profits. i 
We therefore intreat-you, for the fake of 


the health, the morals, and the rue proſperi- 
ty of the nation, to exerciſe the ſame power 
with reſpect to landed property, as you al- 


ready have done in noney matters; and as you 


have ſet a bar before covetouſneſs and op- 


preſſion by limiting the rate of Intereſt, we 
pray that you will in like manner fix bounds 
to the extent or rents of Farms; in which 
caſe, certainly, juſtice requires your interfer- 
ence full as much as in the other, and we 
believe much more. od} 


Suffer, Gentlemen, the well-wiſhers of the 
nation to adviſe and perſuade you, to ordain 


as ſmall and quick a diviſion of the large 


Farms as poſlible, and alſo a ſpeedy incloſure 


and cultivation of the Foreſts and Commons, 


anda diftribution-thereof in ſmall lots among 
the poor, at low rents: that by theſe means 
a door may be opened for the diſcharge of 
that intollerable, increaſing load which for 
years paſt has overburdened trade, and fill'd 
it with Swindlers, Sharpers, Thieves, and In- 
ſolvents :* B 

We beg you to remember, that though God 
hath caſt wealth and power into your portion, 
yet a few years will deſtroy thoſe diſtinctions 
between you and your Petitioners: and the 


time draws near when it will be found by 


= And it is at the ſame time the moſt rational method 


of providing for the poor; and redrefling the grievances 


of poor-rates and workhoeuſes ; which at preſent are far 
from anſwering their proper end, and original deſign, 


both 


| r 

ö both us and you, that juſtice, mercy, humili- 
ty, and philanthropy ; or, in other words, a 
GOOD conſcience,—void of offence either to 
God or man, is the only valuable poſſeſſion. 

] God hath given us a fruitful country; ſuf- 
ficient, if rationally uſed, to maintain mam 
times the number of its preſent inhabitants in 
peace and plenty ; and capable of being im- 
mediately changed from a land abounding with 

| poverty, diſorder, and wretchedneſs, to one of 

| real proſperity and happineſs, by a chriſtian ' 

conduct in its poſſeſſors; and we have reaſon 

to believe that we ſhall ſee truth, mercy, 

righteouſneſs and peace take place among us, 


in proportion as our Teachers and Governors 
act, or are influenced by thoſe principles or 


diſpoſitions. | | 
We addreſs ourſelves to you as the parents, 
guardians, and advocates of the community; 
and intreat you not to deſpiſe or reject this 
petition becauſe of its plainneſs or freedom, 
. or for want of rank and number of fignatures. 
Ve reverence and eſteem the ordinance of 
government; and have no intention to quar= 
rel with @ good one upon account of its farm.* 


It is not an affection for change or novelty, 

* which induces us now to trouble you, but a 

deep fight and feeling of the great, alarming 

Ex. evils with which we are ſurrounded and threat- 

ened.— © Surely, ſays Solomon, oppreſſion 

maketh [even] a wiſe man mad: — Oh! Le- 

giſlators, behold the horrid effects of it at this 

time among the poor inhabitants on the Con- 

tinent ! alas, how many innocent, aged, child- 

leſs parents, and young, fatherleſs children 
5 and widows, are now with fainting, ſorrowful, 
1 * Nor yet to overthrow even a bad one by any other 

| Sword than that of truth, —or fire, than of denunciation 

[ —prayer, —and ſufferings, Vengeance belongeth to 
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ith heats! devoting tho tas cr cher. 
parents —huſbands; and ſighing prayers” for 
"vengeance upon the proud, covetous, cruel au- 


thors of their miſery !* and how many thou- 


fands of men—fellow-creatures—human be- 


o re now groaning under che an- 
guiſh of mutilated bodies, —or are already be- 


come the prey of ever/afting death—might, 
_ perhaps, by the means of peace, good inſtruc- 


tion, and a wiſe, affectionate government, 


have long lived a blefling to their relatives on 


earth, and at laſt have died in the hope of a 
happy immortality hereafter !—O curſed Juſt 
'of power, honour, riches, and pleaſure, what 


havoc haſt thou made, in the courſe of a few 
years paſt, in every quarter of the globe! 


May it pleaſe God to give us for Rulers 
Men fearing Him and hating covetouſneſs, 
and adting to their poor brethren as they 


evou'd wiſh to be done unto, if ſituations were 
reverſed; and we ſhall pray for their long 
continuance both in life and in ice here, and 

for their eternal life and happineſs hereafter! 


Signed for many ſober, honeſt, induſtrious, 


friendly Men, and good Subjects, 
Tan. | THOMAS BENTLEY. 


March 28th, 1793. 0 : 


And beſides all this, how many thouſands of poor 


men at home (ſome of them perhaps even yet unborn) 
muſt for years or generations to come, by the ſweat of 


their brows, pay the expences of all this carnage ? while 


"themſelves, their wives, and children are thereby de- 
. prived of the comforts, and even neceſſaries of life 
which is the natural conſequence of the covetous, per- 


nicious, unjuſt, deceitful, oppreſſive, ungodly, ruinous 


practice of loans and funds; according to the preſent _ 


mode of raiſing and eſtabliſhing them for perpetuity. N 


